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Camping can be a lot of fun -- being out in the woods, sitting 
around the campfire, getting away from all the 
responsibilities of home and work, spending time with the 
family, doing the things we don’t have the time or 
opportunity to do while we are home. But when severe 
weather strikes, or even when it rains the entire weekend 
and we’re forced to stay inside that little camper or tent for 
days on end, the whole idea of “roughing it” loses much of its 
appeal. Then we once again long for the safety and comfort 
of our homes. 

The Apostle Paul, who supported himself by making tents, 
used the product of that profession as a picture of our 
existence here in this world.  Paul maintained that as 
Christians we are but transients in this world, we 
have no permanent home here.  Or like 
Thomas Taylor wrote, “I’m but a stranger 
here; Heav’n is my home!”  This is not 
our permanent address.  

All of us, whether we live on the 
land our great-grandparents 
cleared and began farming, or 
whether we live in a rented 
apartment, we realize that 
this is not our permanent address.  
It is but a temporary address because we have an 
eternal house in heaven.  Paul told the Corinthians, “If the 
earthly tent that we live in is torn down, we know that we 

have one from God, not made by human hands 
but lasting forever in heaven.”  The Apostle is 

here continuing the thought from the 
previous chapter of the hardships and trials 

that we must face in this life and how we 
do not focus our attention on what is 

seen, but what is not seen.  Thus we also 
remember that our lives here in this world are 

but the lives of tent-dwellers.  We’re strangers 
here.  Heaven is our real home, a home which 
Christ himself prepared for us. 

For forty years the Children of Israel lived in tents as they wandered 
through the wilderness.  They had no permanent address.  Every 
time they got used to being in one place, it was time to pull up the 
tent pegs and move to another location.  How they yearned for the 
day when they could enter the Promised Land and build homes out 
of mud brick, to plant a crop and be there to reap the harvest, to 
call someplace home.  Oh, how they longed for such stability.  But 
even after they came into the land and built their homes and cities, 
they remembered what it was like to live in tents and how much 
they had looked forward to living in a real house. 

Do you also look forward to living in our heavenly home?  Indeed, 
sometimes we can become very attached to the things of this 
world.  Satan tempts us to place so much importance on material 

things that we lose sight of heaven.  But speaking from the 
Christian’s point of view, Paul said, “To be sure, in our 

present dwelling we sigh as we long to put on the 
dwelling we have from heaven, since, after we 

have put it on, we will not be found naked.  So 
while we are in this tent, we sigh, feeling 

distressed for this reason -- that we do not 
wish to put off this dwelling, but that we 

wish to put on the other and have life 
swallow up our death.”  We must struggle 

with these feelings of wanting to hold on to this 
life, even though we know a much better heavenly 

dwelling awaits us.  We are but strangers here in this 
world.  Heaven is our home.  It will be our permanent address. 

We long in eager expectation for the day when we can enjoy that 
home above.  Yet, as Paul told the church at Philippi, we still live in 
this world.  We do not know how long we will still be in this world 
before the Lord calls us to our home in heaven.  So what becomes 
of our days and years here while we await the preparation of our 
permanent address in heaven?  How do we spend our time?  The 
Apostle Paul suggests that as we wait, we try to please the Owner 
of the eternal house in heaven.  He writes, “Now, whether we live 
here or move out, we make it our goal to please Him.” 
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Living in a tent or camper for several weeks or for a weekend here 
and there can be fun and enjoyable and relaxing.  And yet there is 
always something to be said about coming home again and having 
some room to live.  When we head out the door to go camping, we 
are not looking forward to the time when we come home again.  
Quite often, as we live our lives in this world, it may seem that we 
have just begun this “camping experience” that we call life.  We are 
not ready to go home yet.  But may we always keep before our eyes 
this reminder: This is not our permanent address—we are but 
strangers here.  Heaven is our home.    

Summer Worship Schedule 
We will begin our Summer Worship Schedule on Sunday, June 9-11.  
The only change will be to the Late Service on Sundays.  We shift to 
10:00 a.m. instead of 10:30.  All other Service times remain the 
same; Saturday (5:30 p.m.), Sunday (8:00 a.m. and now 10:00 a.m.), 
and Monday Night at (6:30 p.m.).   Please make use of these 
worship opportunities throughout the summer months.  Also, if you 
are vacationing in an area, please check our Synod Yearbook for 
church locations and service times.   

Outdoor Worship 
Service & Picnic  
 Our Annual Church Picnic will be held this 
year at Valley View Park, just south of 
Beloit Rd. on Sunnyslope Rd. here 
in New Berlin.  Our Late Service at 
10:00 a.m. will be conducted at 
the park.  We invite you and 
encourage you to welcome your 
friends and neighbors to join us for 
worship at the park and the picnic to 
follow.  We ask you to sign up on the poster on the easel in the 
Gathering Area so that we might know how much food to 
prepare for the meal.  Burgers, brats, and hotdogs will be 
provided.  More information on what you might bring will be 
coming.  Please join us for this year’s Church Picnic on June 24th!  
Other Services that weekend will be held at Church and include 
Holy Communion.  If there is bad weather, the 10:00 a.m. Service 
would also be held here at the church, however, without Holy 
Communion. 

Special Service Time 
& Concert Opportunity 

Canticum Novum: A WELS Chamber Choir will 
be holding one of their concerts here at Star 

of Bethlehem on Saturday, June 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  Because of this, 
we will be moving our Saturday Night Communion Service up one 
hour – to 4:30 p.m., so that we can be finished with church in 
plenty of time prior to the concert.  If you would like to know more 
about Canticum Novum, you can do so at canticumnovumwels.org.  
 

19-Minute Bible Studies 

We will be starting our Sunday Morning 19-Minute Bible 
Studies on Sunday, June 10, from 9:25 a.m. to 9:44 a.m.  
These studies will be held in the sanctuary throughout the 
summer months.  Grand Themes and Key Words of the 
Bible will be the focus of our lessons this summer.  Please 
join us for these brief Bible study opportunities.  Come 
early for coffee and fellowship.   
     

 We welcome to our Star of 
Bethlehem family this month 
the following: Stephanie 

Loose and her son, Hudson; 
Jonathan & Janine Grelk and their 

children, Joshua and Emily; Sara Eckert; Kyle & 
Niki Pokwinski and their sons, Axel and Knox; Jamie 
Takahashi and her daughter, Emi.   May the Lord continue 
to bless your knowledge of God’s Word and strengthen 
your relationship with our Savior among us!   
 

Adult Confirmation 

Sara Eckert, Kyle Pokwinski, Niki Pokwinski and Jamie 
Takahashi were confirmed in our Service on May 6, 2018.  
May the Lord keep each one of them faithful to their 
confirmation promises throughout life to life everlasting!  
Welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family! 
 

Farewell to Shawn Riesop   
Shawn and Kasey Riesop 
and their family will be 
leaving us to teach next year 
in Greenville, Wisconsin.  A 
reception will be held after 
the 10:00 a.m. Service on 
June 10 to thank Shawn for 
his faithful service among 
us, to bid their family 
farewell and wish them the 
Lord’s richest blessings in 
their new home and calling.  
Please join us for this special 
reception on June 10 following the 10:00 a.m. Service! 

A Christian Memorial Service was conducted on Friday, May 
11, at the Church and Chapel Funeral Home in New Berlin 
for Laurie Lindner, who died at the age of 56.  Laurie’s son, 
Michael and his family, and her daughter, Amanda, are 
still members here at 
Star of Bethlehem.  May 
the Lord comfort those 
who mourn with the 
certain hope of a joyous 
reunion in heaven forever!  
  

https://www.canticumnovumwels.org/


Graduates 
We congratulate all those 
who are graduating this year 
from various high schools, 
colleges, and post-graduate 
studies.  “Well done!”  You have used your 
talents and God-given opportunities for 
education well.  May the Lord continue to 
bless you now as you continue your 
education elsewhere, or, search for 
employment in your chosen field.  We, your 
Star of Bethlehem family, are proud of you 
too! 

We have been made aware of the following 
graduations in answer to our request by the 
Church Office for your graduation 
information.  Sincere thanks! 
 

Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School 
Travis Beckler 
Rainer Betry 

Chase Brensinger 
Grace Daley 
Dustin Ehlert 
Cole Fendrick 
Samuel Nolte 
Lucas Oswald 
Jeffrey Pesick 
Emily Treuden 

Benjamin Zaborowski 
 

Eisenhower High School 
Alyssa Makinen 
Mya Sparacino 

 
New Berlin West High School 

Adam Hoffmann 
 

Waukesha West High School 
Lauren Yass 

 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

Abigail Bloomquist 
Faith Goede 
Faith Loberg 

Megan Wandschneider 
 

UW-Madison 
Tyler Parbs – Industrial Engineering 

 
Carroll University 

Matthew Jakubowski -- Nursing 
 

 
The opportunity is yours over the 
summer to do a review of Christian 
doctrine, by joining the “Jesus: 
Untangled” class on Wednesday nights, 
beginning on June 13th.  Please contact 
Pastor Schwartz with any questions you 
may have. 

 
All 18-25 year-olds are invited to attend 
the next Awake/Alive Event at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Muskego on June 10 
at 5:00 p.m.  Pastor Schwartz will be 
giving the opening devotion.  Please 
register by going to:  awakealive.com   

STAR CARES FUND 
The Star Cares committee is comprised 
of Pastor G, Gene Szaj, Jesse Treuden, 
Tom Luepke, Tom Geske and Ken Imig.  
Committee members are active in 
helping to maintain a balance through 
appeals and or fundraising opportunities.  
All money is then used to grant financial 
assistance for our member families in 
need.  In advance of our next fundraising 
efforts, we are simply requesting any 
donations to help build up that fund.  
The Star Cares committee is also 
wondering if there is anyone willing to 
donate or sell a 2012 minivan or newer.  
A Dodge minivan would be preferred as 
it is for a specific need.  Please see one 
of our committee members if you have 
questions and or if you or someone you 
know can help in this regard. 

 

 
Rock ‘n Rhythm is the 

theme for our 
Summer Camp on 
July 16-20 for all 
children age 4 to 
12.  To register or 

for more information, please 
go to www.starofbethlehem.org 

 

CALL INFORMATION 
Benjamin Phelps, the husband of our 
Extended Learning Coordinator, Mrs. 
Molly Phelps, recently graduated 
from the Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary in Mequon, WI.  On Call 
Day, he received a 
call to serve as 
Pastor at Grace 
Lutheran Church in 
Kenai, Alaska.  
Mrs. Phelps did 
great work for us 
while her husband completed his 
final year at the Seminary.  May the 
Lord continue to bless their service 
to our Savior in our Lord’s kingdom.   

You are invited to join a large group 
of WELS members at the 
Brewers/Colorado Rockies Game on 
Friday, Aug. 3, 2018.  Tickets at 
reduced prices are available in 3 
sections.  Special t-shirts are also 
available for $5 for all sizes, but must 
be ordered by July 27.  To get your 
tickets or order your t-shirts for 
WELS Night at Miller Park, go to 
www.wels.net.   If any of you would 
like to coordinate your ride together 
or tailgate together before the game, 
there is a signup sheet on the 
credenza by the bulletin board. 
 

WLHS Charity Golf Outing 
Register now for the Friends of 
Wisco Annual Charity Golf Outing 
set for Monday, June 18, at Hawk’s 
View Golf Club in Lake Geneva, Wis. 
New this year—choose between two 
different golf courses. Main course is 
$150 per person with shotgun start 
at 10:00 a.m. Optional par 3 course is 
$90 per person with shotgun start at 
11:00 a.m. Price includes: green fees, 
golf cart, lunch and dinner, and two 
drink tickets. Sponsorships include a 
foursome of golf. For registration 
and sponsorship information visit 
bidpal.net/wlhsgolf2018. Contact 
Heidi Witz at planner@wlhs.org or 
414-453-4567 ext. 2004 with any 
questions.   

mailto:jschwartz@starofbethlehem.org
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 Prebiotics and Probiotics:  

Creating a Healthier You 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

Nutrition research has pinpointed specific 
components of foods that may improve health, and 

prebiotics and probiotics are two such substances. 
Prebiotics are "good" bacteria promoters, and probiotics are 

the "good" bacteria.   Prebiotics are the ‘breakfast, lunch and 
dinner’ for probiotics. On the menu, that means enjoying 

bananas atop yogurt or stir-frying asparagus with tempeh is a win-win.  

Although they are available as dietary supplements, it is not necessary to use 
special pills, potions or cleanses to incorporate prebiotics and probiotics into 
your diet. These "nutrition boosters" are natural ingredients in everyday food  

What Are Prebiotics and What Do They Do?  

Prebiotics are natural, non-digestible food 
components that are linked to promoting the 
growth of helpful bacteria in your gut. Simply 
said, they're "good" bacteria promoters. 
Prebiotics may improve gastrointestinal health as 
well as potentially enhance calcium absorption. 
Include more prebiotics in your diet by eating 
more fruits, vegetables and whole grains such as 
bananas, onions, garlic, leeks, asparagus, 
artichokes, soybeans and whole-wheat foods.  

What Are Probiotics and What Do They Do? 

Probiotics are the "good" bacteria — or live cultures — just like those naturally 
found in your gut. These active cultures help change or repopulate intestinal 
bacteria to balance gut flora. This may boost immunity and overall health, 
especially GI health. For instance, probiotics have been used for management of 
irritable bowel syndrome symptoms. To obtain more probiotics, look to 
fermented dairy foods including yogurt, kefir products and aged cheeses, which 
contain live cultures (like bifidobacteria and lactobacilli). Be sure include plenty 
of non-dairy foods which also have beneficial cultures, including kimchi, 
sauerkraut, miso and tempeh.  

 

WLHS Cheerleading Coaches--Wisconsin Lutheran High School is seeking candidates 
for the head Varsity and Junior Varsity cheerleading positions. Candidates must be 
active members of a WELS/ELS church and have background in cheer. Coach 
experience is preferred. Candidates may submit their resumes to Jeff Sitz, Director of 
Athletics, at jeff.sitz@wlhs.org or to Wisconsin Lutheran High School c/o Jeff Sitz, 330 
N. Glenview Avenue, Milwaukee 53213, by Monday, June 11. 

LAMBEAU LEAP.  Come to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Convention in 
Green Bay from June 21-24.  Learn of our synod’s missionary work in the United 
States and throughout the world.  Come early on June 21 for a tour of Lambeau field.  
All are welcome – women, men, girls and boys.  See the bulletin board in the 
Gathering Area or contact Ellen Gawrisch at (262)-538-1165 for more information. 

AIDE NEEDED.  St. John's Lutheran School in, Mukwonago  is trying to fill anAide 
Position.  Due to a high growth in the enrollment of our preschool, we looking for a 
motivated and dependable individual to serve as a preschool classroom aide for the 
2018-19 school year.   Must be a WELS member, experience working with children, 
or in a child-care / school is preferred.   About 25 - 30 hours per week (6 hours per 
day), 12:30 - 6:00 p.m. Interested in this position or have more questions? Please 
contact: school@stjohnslutheran-muk.org 

From the 

President 
Throughout our lives doesn’t it seem we’re 
constantly busy, performing all sorts of “little 
steps” that eventually lead to some bigger goal?  
That is, aren’t we always preparing for 
“something?” 

Here’s what I mean . . . 

If a vacation trip is scheduled it’s usually 
necessary to prepare by packing suitcases, 
arranging plane tickets (or get the family minivan 
ready to roll), stopping the mail, and making sure 
the house is secure while you’re away. 

If you’re assigned to a big project at work, 
typically you’ll need to break it down into smaller, 
actionable steps – thus preparing the way toward 
accomplishing that big project. 

If you want to keep your body healthy (and who 
doesn’t?) isn’t it normal to bathe it, feed it, clothe 
it, exercise it, and otherwise perform all the other 
necessary steps to keep it in good shape? 

For our upcoming Capital Campaign (to 
eventually fund a facilities expansion), there is a 
lot of behind-the-scenes groundwork taking place 
– all in preparation for an actual roll-out of a 
Capital Campaign later this year. 

I think you get the idea. 

Our earthly life is filled with numerous small steps 
(preparatory actions) that hopefully lead to some 
desired outcome.  It’s our human nature – we 
must do stuff.  (Nan would easily confirm my 
personal propensity for action.) 

But interestingly enough – where it really counts 
– we don’t have to do anything!  Our risen 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, did 
everything needed to assure our ultimate 
outcome – a heavenly destination – would be 
accomplished.  We don’t have to do anything – 
He did it all!  No “action steps” on our part 
needed. 

Want to learn much more?  You can. 

This summer, we’ll again have that opportunity 
by attending the “19-Minute Bible Study” that 
takes place after the first service each Sunday.  
Please set aside this time to study more about 
our Savior. 

See you in church – and in Bible Study. 
- Gene 

P.S.  If you might be interested in working on 
some small “action steps” for the autumn Capital 
Campaign, send me a quick text (262-501-6537) 
or email (geneszaj@gmail.com).  Thanks! 
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